LSCC Membership Profile for 2006

A recent computerization of the club membership list has facilitated a statistical analysis of the current club roster. The data presented is based on the membership list as of December 31, 2006. The total active club membership now stands at 614 with membership numbers running from #003 to #2080. The following chart breaks down membership by club number with larger numbers representing individuals with shorter terms within the club.

Club Membership by Number




Membership Number
Number of Active Members

001  to  500



74

501  to  1000



108


1001  to  1500



129


1501  to  2000



224


2001  to  2080



79

Total




614
The first issue of the journal was published in December 1974 and sent to over 200 collectors and dealers who were basically clients and associates of club founder Kam Ahwash. All of the individuals on his initial list were enrolled as club members and most of them retained their membership for many years. We reached membership number 500 by 1980 so that individuals with a membership number below 500 have been club members for at least 26 years. Club membership increased during the 1980s with a growing interest in the collecting of Seated coinage by date and mintmark. There was still very limited information available on these beautiful 19th century Seated series but the first two Collective Volumes of the journal provided valuable reference material for the interested collector. Club membership numbers reached 1000 by 1988 so that individuals with a membership number below 1000 have been club members for at least 18 years. The club had its greatest growth period during the early 1990s when active membership reached a peak of almost 700 members in 1991. Club membership numbers reached 1500 by 1995 so that individuals with a membership number below 1500 have been club members for at least 11 years. Over the last twelve years club membership has remained stable with an active roster of about 600 members. During this period we have typically added about 50 new members each year and lost just about as many from the active roster. Very few collectors drop their membership after they have been on the active list for more than 10 years. Most long time members are dedicated Seated collectors who still enjoy reading about Seated coinage even after they have sold their collections. The most frequently given reason by long time members for discontinuing their membership is illness. The greatest loss of membership in any given year is for individuals who have been members less than five years. These are usually collectors who have developed an interest in one or more of the Seated series but move on to another specialty as their collection expands. Club membership numbers reached 2000 by 2005 and additions to the active roster continue at a normal pace. We believe that the club can create new opportunities for continued growth by expanding its services to collectors interested in Seated coinage in the coming years.
The table below shows the number of active club members by state of residence for the current roster of 614 members. A review of this table will show that one quarter of the club members reside in only three states while almost half reside in only eight states. The table shows that there are several clusters of members in three regions of the country. The table also includes three members who live in Washington DC, two who live in Canada and one who resides in Japan. There are currently no active club members who live in the states of Hawaii or Montana.
Club Membership by Region

NORTHEAST

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia

142
WEST COAST

California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Nevada


137
UPPER MIDWEST

Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin



111
Total








390
These three regions of five states include 64% of the total club membership and include twelve of the top fifteen states in membership. The only other three states with club membership of more than fifteen individuals would be Texas with 27 members, Florida with 25 members and Massachusetts with 21 members.

The purpose of this presentation is to provide some information on the profile of club membership so that members have a better idea where other Seated enthusiasts reside and how long they have been active in the organization. It is hoped that this information will help the club expand its services to members in the immediate future.

Len Augsburger

Secretary-Treasurer

Residence of Club Members

State


Number

State


Number


California

80


Minnesota

7


New York

44


Tennessee

7

Pennsylvania

39


Georgia

6

Illinois


35


Nebraska

6

Ohio


30


Louisiana

5

Texas


27


Alaska


4

Florida


25


Idaho


4

Virginia

24


Kansas


4

Washington

23


Maine


4

Michigan

22


New Hampshire
4

Massachusetts

21


Oklahoma

4

New Jersey

20


Rhode Island

4

Arizona

16


South Carolina
4

Indiana


15


Delaware

3

Maryland

15


New Mexico

3

North Carolina
13


Washington DC
3

Alabama

10


Arkansas

2


Oregon


10


Canada


2


Iowa


9


South Dakota

2


Kentucky

9


Vermont

2


Missouri

9


Japan


1

Wisconsin

9


Mississippi

1

Connecticut

8


North Dakota

1

Nevada

8


Utah


1

Colorado

7


West Virginia

1







Wyoming

1

